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Professor Isha Mahammad, President of the Society and Professor Pradip
Bhattacharya, Vice-President of the Society, M.P., handing over the Tagore Peace

Award to Sheikh Hasina, the Hon'ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh

Dear Members and Well-wishers,

Kindly accept our Autumn greetings. This period is naturally identified with
festivities which involve people across all linguistic, geographical, cultural and religious
divides. As far as the Asiatic Society is concerned, one more very important dimension
has been added into this list of events. On 5th October, 2019 (the day of Saptami in
the week long Durga Puja festival), a delegation from the Asiatic Society, consisting
of the President, Professor Isha Mahammad, the Vice-President, Professor Pradip
Bhattacharya, MP (Rajya Sabha) and the General Secretary, Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti,
reached New Delhi to hand over the Tagore Peace Award for 2018 to Sheikh Hasina,
the Hon'ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh, who was on an official tour to India. Our
request for handing over this very prestigious award was facilitated through the
courtesy of the Ministry of Culture and Ministry of External Affairs, Government of
India. The Bangladesh High Commission, New Delhi, very kindly arranged a brief and
solemn function at a packed roof top hall of Hotel Tajmahal, 1, Man Singh Road, South
Block, New Delhi 110 001 in the afternoon of 5.10.2019.

Among other high officials of Bangladesh, the Hon'ble Prime Minister, Sheikh
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Hasina was received
near the hall by
the President, Vice-
President and the
General Secretary of
the Asiatic Society.
The compere of the
programme in the
function after an
initial introduction
requested the
General Secretary of
the Asiatic Society to
deliver the welcome
address. The General
Secretary, while
welcoming the
Hon'ble Prime Minister of the Peoples' Democratic Government of Bangladesh
and her accompanying Ministers as well as Advisors, all the dignitaries present
in the function, briefly stated about the history of the Society and its activities
including the context of the award and its past recipients. He concluded with
two germane line from Rabindranath Tagore, the Bengali rendering of which is
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Professor Pradip Bhattacharya, Vice-President of the
Society, M.P., presenting the stole to Sheikh Hasina,
the Hon'ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh.

After the welcome address by the General Secretary, following the
announcement of the compere the President of the Asiatic Society handed
over the Tagore Peace Award (which is a massive statue of Tagore in brass). The
General Secretary read out the citation and handed it over to the Hon'ble Prime
Minister of Bangladesh. Then Professor Isha Mahammad, the President of the
Society, presented to the Hon'ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Sheikh Hasina,
a portrait of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahaman, done by himself. Next, the
President Professor Ishal Mahammad and Vice-President of the Society Professor
Pradip Bhattacharya, MP handed over a few publications of the Society and a
stole, a baluchari sari, two sets of coastar and gift cards of the Museum Section
of the Society to the Hon'ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh.

In response to this award giving ceremony, the Hon'ble Prime Minister of
Bangladesh delivered a very intimate and heart-touching speech in Bengali
which is being published in the Special Bulletin. She began by saying in Tagore's

line “« =T SN TR ATS” She announced that she is going to dedicate this
prestigious award to the people of Bangladesh. Itis they who had made it possible
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for herto receive this award and to be present here in this august function. She mentioned
quite emphatically that it was Tagore who was not only instrumental for our awakening
of intellectual depth and understanding about the values of global humanity but it
was he whose very distinguished two composed songs became the National Anthem
for both of these
two neighbouring
countries, India
and Bangladesh.In
thisconnection she
also remembered
with humility the
contribution of
the Government
of India as well
as the People of
India who solidly
extended their
unstinted help
and cooperation
towards the
development of :
Bangladesh. She & o
mentioned about Professor Isha Mahammad, President of the Society, Sheikh
the negative Hasina, the Hon'ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Professor
factors such as  Pradip Bhattacharya, Vice-President of the Society, M.P., and Dr.
communalism, Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General Secretary of the Society, on the
terrorism, violence, occasion
drug abuse and
the like which generally thwart the healthy atmosphere of a nation striving hard to
ensure the security and safety and minimum need-based facilities for its people. She
remembered how the Bangabandhu Mujibur Rahaman sacrificed his entire life for the
cause of the people of Bangladesh. She also recounted the gloomy days when her
parents, siblings and other close relations of the family were brutally murdered. She
mentioned with confidence that it was possible for her to work for the nation with the
lessons she received from her parents. In this context she again talked of Rabindranath's
contributions in promoting high values of life. She recounted how Rabindranath Tagore
initiated development work for the rural areas, now in Bangladesh, with the money he got
from Nobel Prize. She concluded that it would be possible for the scholars and researchers
of her country to derive the increasing benefit from the academic contributions by the
Asiatic Society, Kolkata and the scholars of both Bangladesh and India would be able
to mutually exchange their ideas in future also.

After the end of her speech the Hon'ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh handed
over six valuable publications on the life, prison diaries and intelligences reports
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Sheikh Hasina, the Hon'ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh presenting gifts
to Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General Secretary of the Society.

etc. about Bangabandhu-Mujibur Rahaman to the delegates of the Asiatic
Society. She had written important introduction to these volumes, apart from
being an active participant in the Board of Editors. She expressed that these
documents would perhaps run into fourteen volumes. Finally she recalled
some lines from Tagore

“Trcaa Hcd Wi e
o AT €F O AE,
eIt 2l (@ FfEE v

The function came to an end with profuse vote of thanks offered by
Professor Pradip Bhattacharya, MP, the Vice-President of the Asiatic Society.

&/Qpc“\fk\A

/ﬁ{ém ,
Chakrabarti)

General Secretary

As a man, what concerns mankind concerns me. As a Bengalee, I am

deeply involved in all that concerns Bengalees. This abiding involvement

is born of and nourished by love, enduring love, which gives meaning to
my politics and to my very being.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 3.5.73, The Unfinished Memories
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TAGORE PEACE AWARD

Tagore Peace Award was instituted in 1996 by the Asiatic Society. This was resolved to be awarded every alternate
year in the Annual General Meeting of the Society. But separate ceremony may be held for giving away this award suitable
to the convenience to the awardee. The award was proposed to be conferred to a person who would make creative
contribution to the development of human understanding towards peace based on lofty ideals of humanism and pacifism
of Rabindranath Tagore.

LIST OF AWARDEES (1996-2018)

NAME OF THE AWARDEE Year Field of work Award given for

1996 Japanese Buddhist philosopher, | His efforts to build a bridge of
peace builder and recipient of the | friendship, understanding and

World Peace Poet communication with people the
world over.
DAISAKU IKEDA
1998 Indian writer of English literature, | For his life long contribution for peace

known for his spiritualistic poems | and human understanding.
and President of World Poetry Society
Intercontinental

KRISHNA SRINIVAS

2000 Ex-President of South Africa, Nobel | For his significant contribution
Peace Laureate 1993 to the development of human
understanding towards peace based
on lofty ideals of humanism and
pacifism of Rabindranath Tagore.

i

i ity

NELSON MANDELA
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MEGHABATI
SUKARNAPOOQOTRI

AMARTYA SEN

]

KABIR CHOWDHURI

JOSEPH STIGLITZ

ARUN KUMAR SHARMA

2002 Former President of Indonesia For her creative contribution to
human understanding towards
peace.
2004 Professor at Oxford, Cambridge and | For his creative contribution to human
Harvard, Nobel Economics Laureate | understanding towards peace.
in 1998

2006 Bengali academician and peace | For Peace Activities.
activist

2008 American economist, public policy | In recognition of contribution to
analyst, and a professor at Columbia | tackling the global inequality crisis.
University. Nobel Economics
Laureate, 2001

2010 Professorof Botany, CalcuttaUniversity | For his significant contribution

and Specialist as cytogeneticist, cell
biologist, cytochemist

to the development of human
understanding towards peace based
on lofty ideals.
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United Arab Emirates poet

Due to the promotion of the human
values of love and peace via his poetic
works.

Children's rights activist from India
and a Nobel Peace Prize recipient and
founder of Bachpan Bachao Andolan,
Global March Against Child Labour,
Global Campaign for Education

For his contribution in the area of
child education and implementation
to the cause of deprived child.

An eminent Indian poet and literary
critic in Odia as well as English

In order to promote global peace
based on lofty ideals of humanism
and pacifism of Rabindranath Tagore,
the award is given to a person who
has made creative contribution
to the development of human
understanding towards peace.

2012
SHIHAB M. GHANEM
2014
2016
SITAKANTA
MAHAPATRA
2018

Prime Minister, Bangladesh

For her contribution to maintaining
regional peace and prosperity.
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PRECIOUS GIFT FROM HON'BLE PRIME MINISTER OF BANGLADESH

The book takes the reader to a new world that was
unexplored and unearthed in the history of Bangladesh and
the Subcontinent.The book is conceived and written based
on the secret documents maintained by Intelligence Branch
of Pakistan about Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman since the very early days of the
Pakistan state. The book has provided a highly readable and
detailed exploration of the Bangabandhu's political struggle
against exploitation, discrimination and repression of the
Pakistan government. The volume brilliantly illustrates
how Bangabandhu
emerged as a popular
leader of the country
at a very young age.
His contribution may
be understood from
a four-dimensional
way. Vertically, in
one dimension he
established and
maintained strong
relations with the
senior and prominent
leaders across the
parties who had social
acceptance. While in

_ Secret Documents of Intelligence Branch (IB) on Father of the Nation Banga-
. bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Volume-1 (1948-1950), Volume-2 (1951-
1952), Volume-3 (1953), Volume-4 (1954-1957)

Edited by Sheikh Hasina, Honourable Prime Minister, People's Republic of Bangladesh,
Hakkani Publishers, September 2018.

Intelligence Branch (IB) of Pakistan Government since its foundation in 1947 and
¢ particularly from 1948 collected and conserved virtually all activities of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. Those documents are preserved in his name in personal files till the end of
Pakistani rule in East Pakistan in 1971. However, in 1996 when Awami League Government
was established under the Prime Ministership of Sheikh Hasina all those files were
declassified and a project was adopted to publish those documents in 14 volumes under
the editorship of Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina. Till date four volumes have
been published in chronological order from 1948 to 1957.

On the occasion of the review of the first volume published in https://www.researchgate.
net the reviewers (Delwar Hossain and Sheikh Shams Morsalin) aptly observed:

the other dimension,
he identified and
organised potential
students and local
young leaders and
stood beside people
from all walks of life to
encourage themraising
their voices for fairness
and rights. Horizontally,
Bangabandhu fought
for both national and
international issues |
at the macro level,
whereas at the micro
levels he struggled for
different local problems of socio-political and economic
significance. Finally, it must be said that the volume is
a worth reading and it offers food for thought to the
historians, political scientists, economists and no mention
to the students, social activists and people from all walks
of life who dream for a golden Bangladesh.

These four volumes along with Sheikh Mujibur Rahman:
The Unfinished Memoirs gifted by the Prime Minister of
Bangladesh to the Asiatic Society are now available in the
Library of the Society for the use of the readers.

S

=14l [fErga 9z
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Select Bibliography on Bangladesh Liberation War 1971

Compiled by

Ashis Kumar Das*
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